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First Confirmation of Linepithema humile in Ehime Prefecture, Japan

Hiroshi MURAKAMI, and Yusuke HARA

The Argentine ant (Linepithema humile,) an invasive species, was first detected in Nithama City, Ehime Prefecture, in July
2023. In response, pest control and survey measures were initiated as part of the initial actions. On July 24, 2023, during a
regular survey for fire ants conducted since 2018 in the Niihama Port, East Port area, and the surrounding embankment area
(58 meters in length), 19 L. humile were captured in bait traps. L. humile were only found in traps placed in the embankment
area, and were not detected in other survey locations. In response to this finding, bait insecticides containing fipronil were
applied around the site. No L. humile were found until July 2024, but on September 18, 2024, they were again detected in
the same location. As a result, the pest control and survey efforts from 2023 were repeated. In addition to L. humile, other ant
species were observed during the surveys. In a pre-treatment survey conducted on September 19, 2024, five species of ants
(including L. humile) were identified. Among these, Cardiocondyla strigifrons was the most dominant, being found in 10 of

the 26 traps in the survey area.
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